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Sacramento Electric, Gas & Railway Company 
crew posed on the front end. 





car number 103 on the J line with a very proud 
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PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC Co. 
Street Railway 


Public transportation in the City of Sacramento started late in 1858 when a horse-drawn 
bus line was developed to slosh through the winter mud from Third and R streets to Second 
and K streets and thence out to a pleasure resort known as Hubbard's Park. The fare for the 
whole or any part of the route was twenty-five cents. As early as 1861 a street-car fran- 
chise was granted, but when the flood of 1862 came, turning the whole American river through 
the twon, the bus line went permanently out of business and the proposed car line was for- 
gotten. 

In 1868 Sacramento became the western terminal of the transcontinental railroad and a 
new bus line, known as the City Omnibus Company, began operating its horse conveyances between 
Front and K streets and Sutter's Fort, out on Twenty-eighth street. In 1868 the county 
supervisors granted a 25-year franchise for a horsecar line to one Z. L. Davis between Front 
and K and Twentieth and G by way of J and Tenth streets. 

Two and a half years passed before actual construction began, and meanwhile the company 
had been reorganized and renamed the City Railway. Further franchises were secured and 
construction started June 13, 1870 by the digging of a shallow channel at Front and I 
streets for the reception of the ties and rails. An order for eight horsecars had been 
placed with the Kimball Manufacturing Company of San Francisco, The San Francisco Daily 
Alta California in its issue of August 17, 1870 declared: "An advance step has been made in 
Sacramento by the establishment of a street railroad. Two excellent cars, manufactured in 
this city, were vesterday shipped to the state capital." 

The line was formally opened to the public August 20, 1870, with two cars in operation, 
August 28th two wore cars arrive, September 2nd two more, and before the end of September 
the last two of the eight had come and been put in service. From the first the fare was 
five cents, but it was not till 1878 that Sacramento's street-car business made enough to 
pay expenses. 

In 1880 extensions were made along Tenth street from K to the city cemetery some fourteen 
blocks and on Front street to the Central Pacific Railroad station. 


Nearly ten years more passed without any noteworthy developments until the year 1887, 
at which time the electric storage battery had became a commercial product and some of the 
larger horse-cars were rebuilt as electric cars powered with batteries. This operation 
was not successful, however, and in 1890 overhead trolley was strung and connected to steam- 
operated electric generators. : 

In 1892 the Sacramento Electric Power & Light Company took over the struggling little 
street car system with its assortment of trolley cars, storage battery cars and horsecars. 
In July, 1895 the system was connected by the first long distance transmission line with 
the water power generating plant at Folsom, some 22 miles away, with the event being cele- 
brated by one of the most wonderful pageants of that period. 

The Sacramento Electric Gas & Railway Company took over in June, 1896, which identity 
the system retained through the mergers that finally resulted in the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Comp any in 1906. 

Meanwhile the Sacramento Electric, Gas & Railway Company established its own car shops 
at 28th and N Streets in Sacramento and began the construction of some fifty-seven cars 
for the system. Cars were also built here for other California companies that saw service 
in Bakersfield, Santa Cruz, San Jose and Palo Alto. Cars bearing a striking resemblance 
to the PG&E cars for these cities are credited to Hammond Car Company and it is presumed 
that Hammond sublet the job to the PG&E shops. 

In 1916 the company purchased its first all-steel car with the purchase of four early 
model Birney safety cars from the American Car Company. These cars went into service in 
1918 and were followed by six larger cars which went into service November 30, 1920. 

Conversion of the old California type wooden cars to Pay-As-You-Enter (PAYE) cars was 
started at this time with the platform sections enclosed with heavy wire screen and gates, 
In 1923 permission was secured to convert some of these cars to one-man operation with air 
brakes and door. Two-man operation on the heavier lines continued with PAYE rope-brake 
cars until the arrival of the last order of steel cars in 1929. 

Five double truck Birney safety cars (51-55) were acquired from American Car Company 
and the very modern-looking version (56-67) were purchased in 1929, These later cars are 
referred to as the "Christmas Present" cars---being purchased to permit one-man operation 
on all remaining lines. 

The single-truck Birney cars were retired after 1939 with the end of the T Street and 
10th Street shuttles, but the system remained basically intact. On October 31, 1943 the 
Pacific Gas & Electric company sold its Sacramento transit system to Pacific City Lines, 
part of the National City combine. The sale included 27.4 miles of track, 33 street cars, 
60 busses and the barns and shops for a sales price of $450,000.00. 

The following year the Sacramento City Lines, as Pacific City had titled the new operat- 
ion, also acquired the streetcar lines of the Central California Traction Company and the 
Sacramento Northern Railroad. These were combined into a new line number 15, but no 
track connection was made with the PG&E system and the line was operated out of the former 
CCT barn at 31st and X Streets. The Line 15 was abandoned in 1946 and the former PG&E 
lines were abandoned on January 4, 1951. Last streetcar operations of any kind in 
Sacramento was a railfan trip over CCT-SN freight trackage on June 3, 1951 using ex-Saskat- 
oon Municipal Railway #12. 
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PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC STREET RAILWAY DEPARTMENT - ROUTES, HEADWAYS AND Fig 








CAR LINES - April 24, 1936 





(see map in center spread) 


Name No, From To 
T St. Line 1 7théal 28th & T 
E-L " 3 °S.P, Depot 48th & U 
ust. * 4 S.P. Depot 35th & Sth Ave, 
Pst. * 5 S.P. Depot Stkn. Blvd & 
3rd Ave, 
2ist St " 6 2nd &H 35th & Sth Ave. 
10th St " 7 10tha J Wm Land Park 
3rd & T" 9 2ndat 7th &T 
46th St " 12 2nd & H 46th & J 
Idle Tracks P T 
" " J P 








CAR LINES ~- December 31, 1938 

E-L Line 3 S.P. Depot 48th &U 

M St " 4 S.P. Depot 35th & Sth Ave 

P St * 5 S.P. Depot Stkn Blvd & 
3rd Ave. 

Zist St " 6 2nd &H 35th & Sth Ave 

10th St " 7 10th&J Wm Land Park 

46th St " 12 2nd & H 46th & J 

CAR LINES - December 31, 1942” 

J St 3 S.P, Depot 46th & J 

PStv. 15th 5 S.P. Depot State Fair 

21st St 6 S.P,.Depot McClatchy Pk 


P St v 10th 11 S.P, Depot 


"Map and Schedule of February, 1939 indicate these routings in effect then. 


35th & Sth Ave 


Miles 
Via 1-Way 
7th &T 2.54 
3rd to J, to 46th, to R, to 48th to U 

4.33 


3rd to K, to 15th, to M, to 28th to Y, 
to Sacto Blvd, to 35th to 5th 4.00 
3rd to K, to 10th, to P, to 28th, to Y, 
to Sacto Blvd, to 35th, to 4th Ave, to 


Stockton Blvd, to 3rd Ave, 4,84 
2nd to K, to 21st, to 2nd Ave., to 
24th, to 5th Ave, to 35th 4,42 


10th, to Y, to Riverside Blvd, to 
Wn Land Park 2.59 


I, to 3rd, to T, to 7th 1,24 
2md & J to 46th 3.48 
on 15th 
on 28th 
3rd, J, 46th, R, 48th 4,33 


3rd, K, 15th, M 28th, Y, Sacto, 35th4,00 
3rd, K, 10th, P, 28th, Y, Sacto Blvd 

35th, 4th Ave, Stkn Blvd 4,84 
2nd, K, 21st, 2nd Ave, 24th, Sth Ave4,42 


10th, Y, Riverside, Wm Land Park 2.59 
2nd, J 3,48 
3rd, J, 46th 3.43 


3rd, K, 15th, P, 28th, Broadway, 
Sacto Blvd, 35th, 4th Ave., Stockton 
Blvd, State Fair Grounds 

3rd, K, 21st, 2nd Ave, 24th, 5th Ave. 


to 35th St 4.39 
3rd, K, 10th, P, 28th, Broadway, 
Sacramento Bivd. »35th, Sth Ave, 4.16 














HEADWAYS 


Schedule of January, 1937 


Schedule of February, 1939 


No. 1 - T Street - 12 minute 
No, 3 - East Lawn - 10 minute No. 


No. 3 


- J Street - 10 minute with 5 minute peak 


5 - P & 15th - 10 minute 


No, 4 - MStreet - 10 minute (R) No. 6 - 21st Street - 10 minute 


No. 5 - P Street - 10 minute 

No. 6 - 21st Street - 10 minute 

No. 7 - 10th Street - 10 minute 

No. 12 - 46th Street - 10 minute (R) 


No. 11 - P & 10th - 10 minute (R) 


(R) Rush hours only 





FARES 
Until 1929, all three street railway systems of Sacra- 
mento: had a five-cent cash fare with free transfers. Sacra- 
mento Northern street cars would transfer co and from 
Pacific Gas and Electric cars at 8th and J and 8th and K 
und would also transfer to and from the Traction Company 


cars 


For a short time after 1929, all street car companies 
charged a seven-cent fare, but in the early 1930's the Sacra- 
mento Northern restored its S-cent car fare despite the 
protests of the other two companies. It was then possible 
to ride the five-cent Sacramento Northern Birney and trans 
fer co the 7-cent fare cars of the P. G. and E. and the Trac 
uon Company free of charge. 
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Pacific Gas & Electric carbarn on 28th Street sometime after 1914 with a large number of 
interesting types of cars represented including some single truck open cars that were not 
on the 1924 roster. Tom Grey Collection 
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Sacramento Electric Gas & Railway Company car number 2 on the J line showing the standard 
Sacramento car as an open-end California type car. R. Brandt collection 
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CIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY 


THE PA 


Pacific Gas & Electric car number 26 as a Pay-As-You-Enter, two-man car with the open 
sections enclosed behind heavy screens, 


INT OF 


Tom Grey Collection 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 113 posed on N Street as a PAYE, 2-man car. The 100's 
did not survive to become one-man cars so far as we know. Tom Grey Collection 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 24 at the S.P. Depot on the 11 line. This is an 
example of the older cars rebuilt for one-man operation with one solid door and the 
heavy screens retained, 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 14 on the 5 line at the S.P. Depot. This shows the 
full rebuilding with the cars fully closed-in and the screens eliminated. 
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PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY. 


Pacific Gas & Electric car number 42 at the N Street carbarn. This is one of the early 
model Birney cars and was one window shorter than the second batch. These cars were 
scrapped sometime before 1938. 





Pacific Gas & Electric car number 45 at the N Street carbarn. This was one of the larger 
second batch of Birney cars and they ran on T Street and 10th Street shuttles until about 


1939, Tom Grey collection 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 37 on the 3 line 9/1/41. This is one of the 1914 sete if 
American Car Company wooden California PAYE cars. The PG&E added air dvors, but other- sagen 
wise the cars were not changed for one-man operation. Photo by Richard Jenevein the 1 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 53 taken on the 4 line sometime before 1938, This 
series of steel cars was very much like the cars from Fresno that later ran on the CCT, 
but only had two motors and as a result were much slower, Tom Grey collection 
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Pacific Gas & Electric car number 66 on the 5 line at the S.P. Depot. This was one of 
the 1929 "Christmas Present Cars" that retired the last of the rope brake cars in 1929, 





Sacramento City Lines cars 58 and 67 at the S.P. Depot on the 5 and 3 lines, respectively. 
This two stub track terminal replaced the loop at the Depot in the early '40's. 
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ARRANGEMENT OF TRACKS, CAR BARNS AND SHOPS 
28th and N Streets, Sacramento, California 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., July 31, 1911, 





CREDITS: The Pacific Gas & Electric meterial was furnished by the Engineering Department 

of the PG&F through the kind cooperation of Col. Maden, Chief Engineer. The 
Material on the Sacramento Northern and Centra) California Traction reprinted from the 
special issue of "The Circuit Breaker" issued by the Bay Area Electric Railroad Association 
June 3, 1951 


un 
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Pacific Gas & Electric Company work car 100 at the 28th and R Streets corporation yard 
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Central California Traction Company car 86 at Colonial Height 
eights. 


Paul Darrell photo 
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THE TRACTION COMPANY’S 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS LINE 


The Central California Traction Company began oper- 
ating its interurban trains between Stockton and Sacramento 
on August 29, 1910. At the same time to satisfy certain 
franchise requirements, the Traction Company began to 
run street cars between 8th and J Streets and Colonial 
Heights on the same trackage used by the interurbans. 

The 2.87 miles of track between 8th and J and 31st 
and X streets was owned by the Northern Electric, later the 
Sacramento Northern. The Traction Company trackage 
proper began at 31st and X where a small carbarn was 
located. Only running repairs on the street cars were made 
here. 

When it was necessary to overhaul a street car it was 
pulled by an interurkan motor to the Traction Company 
Shops which were located just outside of Stockton, 50.51 
miles from Sacramento. Because the Traction Company's 
interurban line was equipped with a 1200-volt DC third 
rail, it was impossible to run street cars under their own 
power for all Traction Company street cars were 600-volt 

At the time the Traction Company began its Sacramento 
street car service it owned ten street cars. These cars were 
double-trucked and very short—32 feet long—same length 
as the single-trucked 12. All of the original Traction Com- 
pany cars had five-window fronts in the manner of Los 
Angeles 

The five cars built by J. Hammond and Company, San 
Francisco, in 1906, for the Traction Company had straight 
sides, and these cars appear t have inaugurated the Colo- 
nial Heights service. At that time, they were painted red, 
but later they were repainted a dark green. The other 
Traction Company street cars were built by the St. Louis 
Car Company and were obviously inspired by the Los An- 
geles standards and could be described as a 
edition. 


miniature 


Two-man crews were used in the early days, but by the 
mid-twenties all of these cars were run with one-man crews 
although an additional motorman was used at 8th and J to 
help turn the cars back. He would board a car at 8th and 


K, run the car to J Street, change trolleys while the regular 
operator was changing the fare box. Then the additional 
motorman who was known as the would run the 
car through the cross-over and the regular operator would 
take over 


Sunger 


For a franchise run, the X Street line became very im- 
portant because it passed close to the Ball Park and went 
by the Fair Grounds. It happened that the Traction Com 
pany route was more direct between these points and down- 
town. In 1928, the air-brake Traction Company cars on a 
more direct route competed with the Pacific Gas and Elec 
tric’s No. 5 Line which was then equipped with two-man 
rope-brake cars 

When the Traction Company began its Sacramento 
street car service, it had a fairly extensive local street rail 
way system in Stockton. In 1915, it leased this to the Stock 
ton Electric Railroad Company. This made it unnecessary 
for the Traction Company to purchase more cars for its 
growing traffic in Sacramento 

The Southern Pacific operated the Traction Company 
for a while together with the Stockton Electric Railroad 
during this period, but the ownership did not change. In 
1930, the Southern Pacific bought the Traction Company 
outright, but was ordered by the State Railroad Commis 
sion and ICC to let the Western Pacific and the Santa Fe 
each purchase a third interest 

The Fresno Traction Company St. Louis-built one-man 
two-man steel cars 84 through 92 were purchased by the 
Traction Company in 1938. These replaced the older short 
double-truck cars and were the first and only fleet of four 
motored street cars to serve Sacramento. Their air gongs 
and their high speed brought more business to the line, and 
after the Sacramento City Lines bought the street car line 
in Sacramento in 1944 they continued to be used on the 
number 15 line which was created by through routing the 
Sacramento Northern C Street Line with the Traction Com- 
pany's Colonial Heights Line to eliminate use of the com 
mon cross-over movement and 8th and J Streets 


NORTHERN ELECTRIC SACRAMENTO STREET CAR LINES 


When the 1920's began, the Sacramento Northern was 
operating three street car lines in Sacramento as well as a 
suburban line to Swanston. Los Angeles style street cars 
The first line had been 
started in 1908 by the earlier Northern Electric and ran 
from 8th and J (Northern Electric) depot via 8th, Eye, 
15th, D, 17th, C, and 31st Streets to McKinley Park. This 
was followed by the Vallejo and Northern line which be- 
gan to run November 14, 1911, and which operated from 
19th and J Streets (Western Pacific Depot) via 19th, Eye, 
8th, and M Streets to Front Street. By 1914, this route was 
made a part of the Northern Electric system. Service began 
on the West Sacramento Line early in 1914 

The West from what is now 
Westgate on private right-of-way adjacent to the Oakland- 
Antioch-and-Eastern (now Sacramento Northern) to the 
M Street bridge, thence over the M Street bridge, M Street 
(now Capitol Avenue), 8th Street and then via the original 
Northern Electric Street Car Line to McKinley Park 


were used on all of these lines 


Sacramento Line ran 


Swanston suburban cars ran from 8th and J, via 8th, 
Eye, 15th, D, and 17th, thence via the main line to Globe 
and then via the Swanston Branch to Swanston—a distance 
of 4.30 miles from 8th and J Streets. The Swanston Line 
was started in 1915 and was subsidized by the North Sacra- 
mento Land Company. At the peak of its passenger service 
(1917), 14 second-class trains were run daily each direction 
—a train being a Los Angeles style street car which made 


the trip in 17 minutes, but by 1932 when this service was 


withdrawn there were only six trains in each direction daily 


The Western Railroader 


except Sunday. These were rated first class and made the 
4.17-mile trip between the Union Station (11th and Eye) 
and Swanston in 15 minutes. 

In 1923, Northern rebuilt Los 
Angeles-style street cars into suburban train cars which 
were used on the Swanston Branch as well as to Elverta on 
the main line. Birneys were acquired from San Diego and 
Birney cars began to run from 8th and J to McKinley Park 
Just before the Sacramento Northern started running Bir- 
neys in Sacramento, the West Sacramento and former Val- 
lejo and Northern street car lines were discontinued. At 
first, the Birneys were painted Pullman green like the 
former Los Angeles style street cars they displaced 


the Sacramento its 


Most interesting was the turning back of the Sacra 
mento Northern's dark green Birneys and the dark green 
cars of the Central California Traction Company's Colonial 
Heights Line at 8th and J where the two companies used 
the same cross-over which was located on 8th Street be 
tween J and K 

Ic was in the early thirties that the Sacramento North 
ern adopted the cream and blue color scheme that made its 
Birneys so distinctive. All work on Sacramento Northern 
street cars was done in Chico and the Birneys went to and 
from their overhauls under their own power 

After the Sacramento City Lines acquired the lines, the 
Traction Company's car line and that of the Sacramento 
Northern C Street Line were through routed with cars 
running between Colonial Heights and McKinley Park 
This line was designated as the 15 and ceased to be a street 
car line early in 1946. For a very short time Birneys and 
double-truck cars ran the full length of the line 
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Sacramento Northern California type PAYE car 21 as converted to one-man operation for 
Sacramento city service, From Electric Traction in 1924. 








Sacramento Northern car 26 as rebuilt for service to Elverta and Swanton. Originally 
looked like car 21 above. From Electric Traction in 1924. 
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Central California Traction Company car 105 in Sacramento as a California type, two- 
man car. The photo is believed to have been taken on Stockton Boulevard. From the 
collection of Ken Kidder. 


Central California Traction Company car 103 as a California type PAYE, one-man car at 
Colonial Heights. 
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Sacramento City Lines car 18 on the number 5 line in downtown Sacramento in March, 1944, 
The closed-in wooden cars were kept in service by the city lines. 
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Sacramento City Lines car 89 at Colonial Heights. This is the number 15 line which 
was abandoned in 1946. Photo taken by FAG August 24, 1944, 
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